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THE 


PREFACE. 


Eing apprehenſive, that what I 
ſaid at the Cloſe of my Thoughts, 
concerning the Fal/ty of what 
the Lord Biſhop of Bangor has 
| = advanced, with relation to future 
| Rewards and Puniſhments, and the Streſs 1 
there laid upon it, may not have been, by 
every Reader, ſo underſtood, as to be right- 
ly taken; I write this Preface to explain and 


confirm, what I before only mention'd ; and 


withal to ſet forth the Riſe and Progreſs of 

the Argument, which the Biſhop was pleaſed 
| to draw from the Eſſentials of Religion. 
lis Lordſhip, in the Preface to his 
| Anſwer, p. ix. has told us, that, in De- 
fence of his Doctrines, He has not in ven- 
1 © ted Principles, to ſupport what he had 
«* ſaid; but laid before the World thoſe ve; 
« ry Principles, which led him firſt to ſay, 
„ what he now defends. And that, ſo far 
*6 he has been from finding Reaſon to evade, 
or to draw back, that he has found great, 
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©, and, to Himſelf, irreſiſtible Arguments, to 
© 855 forward , and to open and unfold the 
 Dofrines flowing from thoſe Principles, 
* much more widely, and unreſervedly, than 


„„ he had before done. 


And I do own, that I find his Meters 


anſwerable to his Profeſſzons, in that Part of 
the Controverſy, wherein I am particularly "1 
concerned, 


In the ſecond. Part of his Sermon, p. 17. a 


his Lordſhip undertook to ſet forth the Na- 
ture and End of the Laws of Chriſt, and of 
thoſe Rewards and Puniſhments, which are 
the Sandtions of them, in order to ſhew the 


Truth of what he had been teaching i in the 


firſt Part. 2 


As to the Laws of Chriſt, we are told, p. 


17, 18. They are Declarations relating to the 


Favour of God in another State after this: De- 
clarat ions, of thoſe Conditions to be performed in 


this World; on our Part, without which God 


will not male us happy in that to come. And 


they are almoſt all general Appeals to the Will 
of that God, to his Nature, known by the common 
Reaſon of Mankind, and to the Tees of that | 
Nature. which muſt be our Perfection. The 
leeping bis Commandments is declared the Way | 
to Life; and the doing his Mill, the Entrance | 
(it ſh ul have Do. the Condition of En- 
trine) into the Kingdon of Heaven, The be- 
ing Suljeds 10 Chriſt, is to this very End, thai 


we may the better and the more efedualy per | 
Vun the Will 7 God. | | | 


F rom 


TP KFC 'v 
From what the Biſhop did not then de- 
cline ſaying, and that very juſtly, I argue, 

That, it the Will of God and his Nature 

were appeal'd to by Jeſus Chriſt, as known by 

the common Reaſon of Mankind, who yet 

had not in virtue of that their common Rea- 

ſon the Knowledge of a Future State, and 
could not be ſaid ſo to believe it, as to 
_ endeavour to do the Will of God, and to 
imitate his Nature, entirely upon the Moti ves 
ö of another World, and found their Obedi- 

t \ ence to God upon thoſe Motives, (that Obe- 

e | dience which yet they were ſenſible was due 
from them to the Great God and to his Au- 
C thority,) the the pious Labours of the good 
Servants of God, to perform his Will, and 


to imitate his Goodneſs, were acceptable to 
e | him, and in his fight truly Religious, while 
r they were uncertain of a Future Life; thoſe 
2 | pious Labours were not render Religion, 
4 | nor turned into Religion, by the Belief of ano- 
d | ther World; neither could they ceaſe to be 


ll | Religion, by not flowing from that Belief. Then, 

m | God could not but delight in that Worſhip, 
ak | Profeſſron and Prafice which might ariſe 
he | from a true Belief in Him, tho' they were not 
ay founded upon the Motives of another World ; 
ce | nor could Jeſus Chriſt leave Religion entirely to 
n- } be ſupported by the Sandtions of a Future State ; 
becauſe (which is the Biſhop's Reaſon) it can- 
bat not otherwiſe be Religion; neither, indeed, 
er- would He have offerd ſo to do for any o- 


ther Reaſon whatever; 
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To return to the Sermon. Concerning the 
Sanftions of Chriſt's Laws, the Biſhop told us, 
Serm. p. 19. That © all the SanFions which 
* he thought fit to give to his Laws were 
ce not of this World at all, but of another, 


And this was the ground of his Argument, 


drawn from the Eſſentials of Religion, p. 20. 


Which, that it may be ſeen and conſider'd 
in its true and beſt Light, I will lay before 


the Reader, as it is ſet forth, explained, and 


ſupported in his Anſwer. 5 
The Argument is now given us more expli- 
citly, in theſe Words: © If the Practice of 
«< what is called Virtue and Charity be not 
truly Religion, unleſs it be founded upon, 
and guided by, the Motives of another 
< World; if this inward Principle be that 


e alone which makes it Religion, Au, p. 151. 


Den to apply Force or Flattery, worldly 
© Pleaſure or Pain, in the Caſe of Religion, is 
© to act contrary to its Intereſt. But the 


Practice of Virtue and Charity is not truly Re- 


ligion, unleſs it be ſo founded. This Aſſume 
ption is repeated in other Words to the ſame | 
Effect, in that Maxim, which I have ſet down | 
at the Cloſe of my Thoughts concerning Keli- 
gion, from Anſ. p. 152. And again, p. 1533 
The Belief of another World, is ſaid to be 
that, which turns Virtue and Charity inio Reli- 
gion. Once more, p. 158. Future Rewards | 
and Puniſhments are ſaid to ae a Man | 
Prattice Religion, which, without them, ut would 
ut be. TE WTI es. 


And 


The PREFACE. vii 
And thus we ſee, the Biſhop has anſwer'd, 


in the Caſe now before us, one part of the 


Profeſſion made in his Preface, by laying 
before the World, Firſt of all, that very 
Principle, as we are to ſuppoſe, which led 


him to ſay, in his Sermon, what he now 


Defends in his Book: Nor has his Lordſhip 
ſtopt there ; but has alſo made good the 
latter part of his Profeſſion, by opening and 


unfolding the Doctrines flowing from 
that Principle more widely and unreiervedly, 
i than he had before done. He has preſs'd 

forward, and told us, 2dly. concerning God, 


that He delights in no Worſhip, Profeſſion or 
Pratice, but what — is founded upon the Mo- 
tives of another World, p. 1 59. 3dly, concern- 
ing Chriſt, that His Laws enjoyn a Profeſſion 


; and Practice io be made and perform'd entirely 


upon. the Motives 7 another World, p. 160. 
1 and that he has left Rel 


igion entirely to be ſupport- 
ed by the Sanitions of a Future State, and becauſe 
it cannot be Religion otherwiſe, p. 161. And 


| the real Occaſion, the Ground given him 


for all This, as far as I can diſcern, is no 
more, than this plain and moſt uſeful Truth, 
that God has thought fit, by Jeſus Chriſt, 


| to give Aſſurance of a Future Life, and a Fu- 


Pure Judgment in Righteouſneſs, whereby every 


| | Man ſhall receive according to his Behaviour 
1 1n this Life; (to ſpeak in the Biſhop's Lan- 


guage, Anſwer, p. 161.“ It has been thoughe 
1 © fit by Almighty God, that the Laws of 
'- Chriſt, aud Religion, truly ſo call'd, a 

"0 | 
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be accompanied and ſtrengthned by the 
“ Sanctions of another World..) 

And in the Day of Judgment every Mas 
will be ſuppoſed to have had a Senſe of the 
Obligation he was under to do what is Right 


in the ſight of God, and to avoid what is 


Wrong in His ſigbt; and to have known, 


that, tho the Care to do what is / Right, 


cannot be ſaid to deſerve a Reward, becauſe 


it was no more than his Duty towards God, 


(i. e. his Religion) oblig'd him to: Yer it 
could not but be accepted with God, and 


well pleaſing to Him; alſo, that, to act what 
he knew to be Wrong and Offenſive before 
| God, did deſerve. His Diſpleaſure and his. 
Vengeance ; even tho' God had not declared 
his Appoin:meat of a Day, in which He will 
Judge the World, W hich Declaration, and 
the conſequent Belief of Futore Rewards and 
Puniſhments, will then appear to have con- 
tributed mightily to the Habitual Piety of 


many Men, (as the Laws and Sanctions of 
good Governments will then alſo appear to 


| have contributed not a little to the ſame 


Habits ;,) and that Piety, which was real, 


will be eſteem'd Piety, and accepted as ſuch 
Voith God, by whatever Simple Cauſe, or 
Concurrence of Cauſes, it may have been 


produced. It cannot poſſibly be, that the 


Worth and Value (it I may ſo ſpeak) of 
real Piety, can depend upon the Belief of 
Future Rewards and Paniſhments, or be eſti- 


mated thereby; or, that the Religion - a 
— 250 — © 
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Chriſtian can be to be perform' d extirely upon 


the Motives of another World. With regard 
to the Wicked and Impious, who ſhall then 
be doomed: to Puniſhment, their Real Habz- 


tual Wickedneſs and Impiety, will be con- 


! fider'd as ſuch, and be diſpleaſing to God, 


from whatever Cauſes it may have proceeded. 


The Injquity and Malignity thereof cannot 
poſſibly depend upon their having believed, or 


not believed, Future Rewards and Puniſhments; 


or be eſtimated thereby; altho' ſuch Belief or 
| Disbelief, may, either of them, as circum- 
| ſtantiated, aggravate that Guilt, which nei- 


ther of them could create. The Lord God 
hath {aid : All Souls are mine: The Soul 
that ſinneth, it ſhall die. But, if a Man do 
that which is Right, be is Righteous, he 


| ſhall ſurely - live 3 tbe Righteouſneſs of the 


R3ghteons ſhall be upon Him; and the Withed- 
neſs of the Wicked ſball be upon him. The Ways of 


1 God are equal, and be will judge us, every one, 


| according to our Ways. | Upon the W hole, thoſe 


| Future Rewards and Puniſhments, which are 


1 mow conſider'd as Motives, will, in the Day . 
of God's Judging the World in Righteouſ- 
| neſs by Jeſus Chriſt, be à rendring unto every 
Man according to bis Works, and nothing eſſe. 
i F or, Maxkind ſhall got then be Judged , accord- 


ing to the Apprehenfions they had of future 


1 eternal Rewards and Puniſhments; but, ac- 


cording to their Deeds, eſtimated by the 
Senſe of Duty, which God had given unto 
them. Qtherwiſe, the Judgment to be then 

| "7-3 EXer- 
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exerciſed, the Sentence then to be paſſed upon 
all Men, will not be in Righteouſneſs, 

I mult now take the Liberty of profeſſing 
more unreſervedly than I did before, what I 
think, of the Principle, which led the Biſhop 
to ſay in his Sermon, what he has lately de- 
tended in his Book; Of the Doctrine concern- 


ing God, flowing from that Principle, and Of 


the Doctrine concerning Chriſt, flowing from 
the ſame, that they,. confidered together, are, 


not only ill grounded; bur alſo, firſt, prejuds= | 
cial to the true and only eſſential Principle of | 
Religion, by putting another Principle upon 
the ſame foot wich that, making it equally ' 


eſſential to Religion: adh, Are impious, with 
reſpect to God, the Common Father and Go- 
vernour of all Men, who has, antecedently 


tothe Danaraties concerning Future Rewards 


and Punifhments, imparted to All a Senſe of 


that Duty to Him, which is their Religion; 
And, 3dly, are highly diſhonourable to Feſus | 


Chriſt, who made: that Declaration, as. proper 


and uſeful to recover and reſtore Men to the 
Habitual Senſe and Practice of their bounden 


Duty, to do the Will of God, and to imitate 


his Nature, known by the common Reaſon of 


Mankind, 


Ik theſe Truths can make their Way into 


bis Lordſhip's Mind, then ſurely we may ex- 


pet the Chriſtian Biſhop will haſten to 
withdraw the whole Argument taken from 
the Eſſentials of true Religion, with all that 
belongs to it, and rejoyce to have it buried 


in perpetual oblivion. Then 
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Then ſurely we ſhall no more be told, 
* St. James has declared, that pure and un- 


« defiled Religion is Virtue and Charity, 
* under the Belief of a Supreme Governour 
„ and Judge. Anſw. p. 145.7. e. as the Biſhop 
has explained himiſclf, © under the belief of 


« 2 Future State, p. 152. Which cannot (we 
have his Lorcſhip's Word for it) be left 
out in St. Fames's Deſcription of Religion, 
and of the Religion of a Chriſtian. LS 
| Whereas it is moſt certain, that St. James 


did not put it into his Deſcription of Religion, 
and, as we may well ſuppoſe, for this natu- 
ral Reaſon, becauſe he conſider'd the Belief of 


4 Future State not as a Principle eſſential to 
the Religion of a Chriſtian, but as a great 
Motive to it. Nor indeed are thoſe Words, 


as they ſtand 1n the Book, St. James's Words, 
or expreſſive of his Meaning; tho' the Biſhop 
had uſed Words which come nearer to the 


Original, Ser. p. 5. But we read them beſt 


in our Tranſlation of Jam. 1. 27. thus, Pure 
Religion and undefiled before God and the Fa- 
1 ther, is this, to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows | 
in their Affliction, and to keep himſelf unſpotted |}: 
from the World. And the Apoſtle's Intemion x 
| was plainly no other that this, to declare that 
the Duties he exhorted to, were eſſential and 
main Parts of that Religion, fenox«a, that Re- 


ligious Service which is pure and undefiled in 


the fight of God, confidered under the (h- 


rater of a Father. The words before God, 
are to be joined to the word arndefiled, * 
9 ws bee the 
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the Biſhop omitted, Serm. p. 5. and then, Serm. 
P. 20. as well as Anſw. p. 145. chang'd the word 
before, which ſignifies in the /igbr of, into theſe 
words, under the belief of; and ſubſtituted 4 fu- 
preme Governor and fudge in the room of God, 
even the Father. And laſtly, as the finiſhing Stroke, 
has declared, Anſtw. p. 151, 15 2. That the ſincere Be- 
lief of God a Supreme Governor and Fudge, is, in 
other words, The Belief of a Future State, By 
theſe Steps the Biſbop has made the Apoſtle ſpeak 
what was thought proper to ſerve as a Ground- 
work whereon to build his Maxim ; which yet can- 
not be thereby ſupported, but ſtands in need of 
what ſtill remains not only to be oper'd and un- 
r OH OE 


' We have indeed been told by the Biſhop, An- 
ſewer, p. 161. That the applying the Mot ives of 
& this World, will not add to the Weight, hut di- | 
* miniſh the Force of Chrift's  Morzves > What- | 
ever part the Motives of this World have in any 
% Aion or Profeſſion, being ſo much, exactly in 
“ proportion, drawn away from the Influence of 
$ the Motives of another World.” And he has 
often told us of its being certain, that what God 
will reward hereafter, cannot be promoted by Pre- 
ſent and Temporal Rewards or Puniſnments. But 
if his Lordſhip be greatly miſtaken in the latter 
Aſſertion; if Religion not only may be poſſibly, but 
probably and naturally is, promoted by the Motives 
of this World, then we "ſhall not be like to bear 
any more of the Inconſiſtency of Contrariety of Tem- 
poral and Eternal Motives and I cannot but think, 
that if the Biſhop had confider'd real and ſincere 
Habits of Religion, inſtead of having always in View. 


* 


** 


: — * ſomple Adlions, and the outward Profeſfion' of Opi- 


ions. his Lordſhip is not ſuch a Stranger to 
the Nuure of Mankind, as not to have been 
led, 10 ſee and conclude, that ſach Aabits may 
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often, promoted by the Motives of this 
The laſt remarkable Place, in which the Biſhop 
has labour'd ro maintain his Point, is, An/w, P. 233. 
And I will now, before I Conclude, be at the Pains 
of conſidering what is there ſaid more diſtinctiy, 


than I havedone in my Vindication. | bh 
He begins, with ſaying, © That the Magiſtrate 


(I take the liberty of omitting the word CI for 


this reaſon, becauſe I know of but one fort of Ma- 
giſtrates,) has it not either in his Office as ſuch, 


1 * or in his Power to promote true Pieiy by tem. 
1 © moral Sanffions, becauſe it ceaſes to be true Pit. 


ſy, in the Senſe of the Chriſtian Religion, if | 


d jt be procured by Worldly Motives, 


In order to conſider the Reaſon here laid down, 


| wee muſt firſt underſtand it. The Biſhop faith of | 
Something that It ceaſes to be traut Piety. And if we 


look back ro ſee what the Ihing is, we can find no- 


thing but true Piety; and how is it poſſible that 


what is true Piety can ceaſe to be ſo £ Why, 


perhaps it may be meant, that it does not ceaſe to 
be ſo in the natural and the proper Senſe, but in a 


peculiar Senſe, which is ſuperinduced upon the 


| Natural ; for it follows, in the Senſe of the Chri- 


ftian Religion: If it had been faid, in the Senſe of 


a Diſciple or an Apoſtle of Chriſt, which I ſuppoſe 
is meant, then it is not true; for St. James has 


deſcribed Religion, (that Religion which was cer 


mainly True Piety in his Senſe, who was both a Diſ- 
1 ciple and an Apoſtle of Chriſt,) without any regard 
to the Motives of it. But upon what Suppoſit ion 


does this True Piety ceaſe to be ſucb, in any one's 


Senſe? Why, when it is procured by Worldly 
Motives. But what did the Biſhop pretend to 


prove by this Reaſon? Was it not, that the Magi- 
ſtrate has zz not in his Power to Promote True 


Plety ? Yes, it was; but hat the Reaſon given, does 


not 


JJ ITT EN 1 
I have faid enough of this, Vzndic. p. 25. and 
therefore will only defire it may be obſerved, hoc 
abſurd ir is to ſay, that, in the Caſe here ſuppoſed, 
Gad is left our, when, that which Men are moved 
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„God himſelf has threaten'd Tempora! Zudements , 
& rhe being moved by theſe; as they come from 
« God, is (till an Ad of Faith in him, and no ſach 
* worldly Inducement as God diſapproves of.” *Tis 
here ſuppoſed, that Impirzy is threatned by God 
with Temporal Judgments, and that Men are mo- 


ved thereby to become Pow. And in this Caſe, 


their Piety is not only an AZ of Faith in God; it 


might have been added, that it is accepted by God, 


as True Religion. And farther, that the ſame Piety 
would have been /o accepted, whether God had, or 
had not, threaten d Temporal or Eternal Judgments ; 


if he had threaten'd neither. Their Pietiy would 


not have been the leſs /o, nor leſs acceptable in 


the fight of God, for not having been Promoted by 
Threats or Promiſes of any kind: Neither has God 
given us Reaſon to think, that he diſapproves of 
any Inducement to real Pieiy, on account of its be- 


r 
The Bilhop goes on, with ſaying, But to be 


e moved to Prery (uppoſing it poſſible) by Wor/d- 


** ly Motwes propoſed by the Magiſtrate, can ren- 


© der no Man acceptable to God, becauſe He him. 
. © felf is left out of the Suppoſition. For my own 
part, I cannot but think it Impoſſible, becauſe it 
* 3s the very Eſſence of True Piety, to be built 


© upon a Real Unforced Faith in God, and a Fu- 


to, is Piery, i. e. their Duty to God, and what 


certainly does render them acceptable to him. To 
go on to what follows; © And this on the contra- 


« ry, ſuppoſes it to be built upon Man, and the 


Terrors or Aluremenis of This World, that is, 
| con Eat eee Ae es : 2 Ir 


not offer to reach. The Biſhop. proceeds, If 
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es jt ſuppoſes it Piety, and not Piety, at the ſame 

This, 3. e. to be moved to Piety by Worldly' 
Motives propoſed by the Magiſtrate, ſuppoſes, &c. 
Here the Bithop- rakes ir for granted, and would 
put it upon the Reader. that thoſe who eſe of 


that A Man, to whom God has imparted a Senſe of 


of bis being obliged to Pieiy, may yet be, in ſome 
degree, moved to it, may bave it Promoted in bin, 
by Worldly Motives propoſed by the Magiſtrate, do 


in effect maintain, that Men, to whom no fuch 


Senſe is imparted, who have no Notion of a God, 
having Authority over them, are moved ſolely by 
Motives from the Magiſtrate, to do that as their 


Duty, of which, being their Duty, they have no 
Senſe. 1 need not trouble the Reader with the Re- 
petit ion of the remaining Sentence, for I am only 
concern d, that the Magiſtrate be not deterr'd from 
doing his Duty, from doing what he can, (without 


Attempting to do more than he can, or more than 


1 belongs to his Offce,) for the Maintenance and Pro- 
motion of Picty, and t he Honour of God. 


Io think, that pernicious Errors and Irreligious 
Pradlices are promoted by the Motives of This 
World, when there is an ill Application of them 
by thoſe who have Power over others, and at the 
ſame time to think, that they cannot poſſibly be ſo 


rightly applied by thoſe in Power, as to promote 


the neceſſary Eſſential Truths and Praftices of 


Reti- 


It would much better become a Chriſtian Bi- 


1 ſhop to teach, lead, and exhort Men to make a. 


right Uſe, and due Application, of the Influence 
and Power they have over Others, and to guard 
againſt all that Uſe and Application thereof, which 


apparently is, or perhaps may be, wrong; than to 


ſay, as this Biſhop has ſaid, Ar/w. p. 167. © Thar 


the Rule being once laid down, that the Magi- 


« ſtratie 
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« © Keats is to 3d the Sanctions of this World tg Reli- 


&> pion, ( i. e. to maintain and promote it,) it becomes 
lu indiſpenſable Duty of every Magistrate to an- 
wx ther to that, (i. e. to promote that) which he | 
elteems to be the True Religion. If he 
p > himſelf of a Falſe b he is obliged in 
q 1 fa Mette Rule, 40 promote it by bis 
2 Sandions. N : 
His. as. may -poſſibly, upon bis own Re: 
@ U 701 0 of Thaught, which I have done my Pare 
Ha — be ſenſible, that the Magiſtrate; 
and Concludes, makes a very wrong 
e 200 ig and Underſtanding, which God 
given him in common h other Men, and 
8 Mur the Sygcours which Right Reaſon "offars 1 
unte bim. But Whatever bis Lord{hip may think * 
fit to 4 1575 ſhall be the Labour of my Life; 
Tbit is what I bave been contend ing for, what has 
en y principal Aim. And I will preſume ſo 
as to hope, that I have, according to his Lord - 
B 's Deſi lire... "ag /w. B. 260. though . with that 
erence which he might expett, lent my helping 
Henk a point out. the Truth; which Truth is not 
the leſs I=portant for being "obvious and plain to 


common Llad erſtanding. There is wanted but little 
i FE Argument, — 6 we are upon the plaineſt Truths ; 


] bis Lordſluip need not do bis utmoſi to ſtreng- 
then and confirm m Arguments. A very little of 

5 Ability will. We when employ d on this | 
Subject; and the World will receive: el cat ene 
1 even Fichout Þis Tandler 8 . 3 


* Pine 3 dele Lines 15 and 16. Al inſtead. of thoſe t 
Lines read It js. Ibid. ath Line from the Bottom, after 
W 75 add chele Words; aut, Anſwer, p 34 
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__ and held by Aut hori- 
9 4 the King's Writ, wy 


"Al that Reſtraint, which 
it it lay under, 1 firſt af- 
* 
awe 
er,.and Authority is given to _ 
". * „ th Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the 
28 * reſt of the Biſhops. of the Province, or 
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« aa prot ; bh Fe ; wo ſuch 
Ge. as they Pall think neceſſary, fit, and 


„ convenient for the Honour ro 99 
of God, the Good, an 


* „ Churgly ** z9d 


they are authorized, 


* from Tine to Ti 


cc 
1 
2 


tie The . King S$, Sußreacy oꝰ 


io be Mamaingd « 5 1 5 rer ang, ordgin- 


4 


15 « the greater Number of them | and the 


« reſt of the Clergy of this preſent Con- 
85 vocation, > N is, the! Lower Eo ö 0 


Canons, 


the" Go elt 


* os by * 4 eſtabliſhe 6: der of 


"| 


ſuch Coos and Things ſo by jt 
ide agrecd upon + Pr 
vided always that the 


&y be not r. 
nor tend to «make any Alteration in ts 


cc 


Doctrine, Di cipline, or Government of thi 
 Chureh\. bf Lochau PL e th 


'any 5 
Aft ef Harliament bw in Force. © 
This was the State of the Convecation, 


with reſpect to their Capacity of Acting: 
What Obli ations they were unde ace, 
as they did, particularly, with® Te to 
the Kipgs Supremacy. ought 3 W be 
conſidered in order to. form a Nok 


ment of. their Proceedings. 3 Wc | 
By the firſt of the. Canons of 169 "Y in- 5 


Church of England, in Cauſes Eccleſi 


> FO” ” 


To ſet down in 
« Writing, and k-., to the King, a 


ca 


ce Majeſty requirt ,: Nhat the Archbiſhop ol 
« Canterbury, all Biſhops, Deuns Arche » 
4 Peacons, G. Thall faithfully keep and 
obſerve, and (as much as in them lieth) 
4 ſhall cauſe to be kept andiobſtryed of o- 
66: thers, all and ſingular Laws: and Statutes, 
7700 made for the reſtoring, to the Cr own. of 
„this Kingdom, the ancient Juriſdiction 
« oper the State Eccleſſaſical ! 
The laſt Statute made fot: that: Purpoſe | 
in the Reign of Hen VIII. was in his 37th 
aer, Chap. 17. Gepealed by the 10 2 ff 
* Philip and Mary, as made againſt the See 
 Apoſtolick, of, None, and reffled every 
Branch and Article pf it, by the 1 Eliz. 
Chap. I. as made fx xeſtor ing to the Crown 
its ancient Juriſdickion, Oc.) And in the 
Words of this Statute it is declared, That 
His Majeſty is, by the Word of God, 
6 Supreme Head in Earth of the Church of 
* England, and hath full Power and Au- 
* thority to exerciſe all manner of Juriſ- 
* dictions, commonly called Eccleſiaſtical 
* Juriſdictions; And, that Archbiſhops, Bi- 
„ ſhops,” Arch-deacons, and other Eccle- 
fiaſtical Perſons, have no manner of Ju- 

“ xiſdiction Eceleſiaſtical, but by, under, 
Land from His Royal Majeſty. - 
By the 1 Zliz, Chap. 1. which reſtores tlie 
ancient Juriſdiction over the State Eccle- 
ſiaſtical and Spiritual, and aboliſhes all Fo- 
teign Power repugnant to the ſame, (by re- 

A 3 | 


"NS, 


ed; A our Duty tothe King's moſt 8 | 
—_. 
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5) 
the 1 5 E9 2.0f Phil and Mary, and 


de eſly reviving King Herr Law: it 
k is levi Eſtabliſhed and 8 * . 
9. 17. That ſuch Juriſdictions, So. 
« Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical, as by any Spi- 
4 xitual or Eccleſiaſtical Power or Authority 
* hath. heretofore heen, or may lawfully 
ee be, exerciſed, or uſed, for the Viſitation 
« of the Eccleſiaſtical State, and Perſons, 
« and for Reformation, Order and Cor- 
< rection of the fame, and of all manner of | 
E, Hereſi es, Schiſms, Abuſes, OF 
| |. E fences, Contempts, and Enormities, 1 
= F< q 5: EY ever, united and annexed to the Im- 
ial den of of this Realm. 92 
dſo cus Acts of Parliament, being the 
principal. of thoſe Lawsand Statutes, nich 
8 the Clergy in Convocation acknowledge it 
| their Duty to obſerve, and cauſe to be ob- 
(ſerved, (and therefore in the 1ſt Canon have 
5 Decreed "and 'Ordain'd, That they ſhall, by 
15 all Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, be obſerved, Ge. 
14 do clearly ſhew and explain what the King's 
„ Supremacy is, which they are ſo bound to 
; | maintain. And in order to ſecure the Main- 
Tenance of fuch Supremacy, by the zd Ca- 
non, intituled, Jmpugners of the King's Su-. 
Premacy cenſured,. it is ordained, 2 : 
= whoſoever . dall impeach, in any Part, 
| his Regal Supremacy," in Cauſes Ecdle, 4 
= e ſiaſtical, reſtored to the Crown, and by 
by * the woo o this Ken therein Eftabl . 


W. th" 


rr 7 


. Arines and Politions by him lately 
4 liſhed, partly in a Sermon, intituled, The 


(7) 
0 ed, let him be Excommunicated, 
« fatto, and not reſtored, but only 
« "Archbiſhop, after his 1.8. | * 


by he 


The Convocation was under theſe Cir- 


exmſtances, | and theſe Obligations, when, 
on the zd of Moy, with al decent Reſpect 
due to tte Perf concern d, it was laid be- 
fore the 1 * Houſe, * That the Lord 
* Bjſhop of Banger had given great Offence 


to the Body of the C „ 28 well as 


<. other good Chriſtians, by certain 


66 Nature of the Hing dom, or Church, of Chriſt. 
The Tendency of which, Doctrines and 


_ ©. Pofitions is generally conceived tobe (with 


tc reſpe& to the Pot here in View) to In- 
« pugn and Impeach the Regal Supremacy in 


| & Can ſ es: col ts ical, and the e of 
E the Legiſlatute to enforce Obedience in 


Matters of Religion by Civil Sandions. | 


No one Member of the Houſe queſtioned 
the Truth in Fact, that ſuch Offence was fo 
taken, or ſhewed the leaſt Doubt concerning 
the evil Tendency of the Sermon, in Preju- 


dice to the Regal Supremacy, or ſpoke a 


egularly ma 
N 


Word in Viodiction of it. 
The Motion having been ri 

- end received in Writing, after a 

F_ 4 was reſolved * That a Committee be ap- 
4 pointed to draw up a Repreſentation, ſet- 
1 . Ws 3 That the Lord * of Ban- 
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gor Had given Offence, &. inſerting 
uch Paſſiges only, out of the Semen, 
as were moſt pertinent, under two general 
Heads ; ane of which was, Inpugning and 
Iapeac hingt hat Hg Suptemacy over the 
whole Ecolefiaſtcal State, which the Clergy, 
are, as I haveiſhewn, in the firſt place, uns, 
der the ſtrictEſt Obligations to aſſert and 
maintain. 3.8 1 a7 4 i 8 10 fro; 4 + 
May the 10th, the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee: acquainted the Houſe, That a Be- 
preſentatioh had been prepared purſuabt to 
_ the Direction of the Houſe, Which he hack 
ready to report! He being order d to da it 
immediatehy, read the Whole Repreſentatibn. 
And Mr. Prolocutor, asked, the Houſe, 213; If 
they pleas d to recervethe Report? and, 
Adly, Hithey: would habe it enter'd in the 
Acts? To both Which they readily agreed; 


2 11> 7 — 
and then Were calfd away to the | Upper 
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f we were to form our udgment con- 


C0ceerning the f preſent Temper and Diſpoſi- 


tion of the Clergy in the Convocation, from 
the reproachful Calumnies of ſome Writers, 
who are wot Membersof the Lower Houſe, 
(one great Support of whoſe Cauſe lies in 
having that Houſe thought, by one part of ß 
the Laity at leaſt, to conſiſt of violent and os 
unreaſonable Men) we ſhould then think, 
it was impoſſible for the Houſe to have done 
Wi OI OE of ge 


* 
* 


Hut, 


But when the World may be told by 
every Member, who was preſent at the De- 
bates on the 3d of May laſt, that the 


Houſe, after having received the Motion 
in Writing, was brought to depart from 


the principal Branch of the firſt Charge 
made on the Biſhop's Doctrines and Poſi- 
tions; viz. The Tendenicy of them to ſet 


at noug ht and make void the Inſtitutions and. 


Ordinances of Chrift, without the Contra- 
dition of any one Member after the De- 
bate was over, and with the expreſs Con- 
- ſent of Thoſe who made and ſupported 


the Motion; all Impartial Men will enter- 


tain more favourable Thoughts of the Con- 
vocation-Clergy, than ſuits to the Views of 
ſome among us; and will perhaps be per- 


ſwaded, that it is hot very improbable, but 


that the Lower Houſe, which received the 


Report no otherwiſe than It received the 
Motion, might have laid the Repreſentation 
before the Upper, on this Important Affair, 
in a Manner and Form unexceptionable to 
the good andconſidering Men of all Parties; 
which was evidently the general Deſire of 


the Houſe. 


Ihe Temper with which this Affair was 
tranſacted, appeared to be ſuch as is proper 


to accompliſh ſo juſt and reaſonable a Pur- 


- poſe. But as no one can fay what the Houſe 
© would have done, when they ſhould have 
_ conſidered the Report Paragraph by Para- 


133 B  =graph; 
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graph ; ſo it is hard to ſay, what R could 
have done leſs than was done, While it was 
in a Capacity of acting, with reſpelt to the 


Sermon, (the Obligations they were under, 


and the Circumſtances they were in, con- 


ſidered,) when the whole Tendency thereof 
ſo manifeſtly is, to weaken, make vile, and 
ſubvert, not only that Authority, with Re- 
gard to Religion, which flows from the 


Conſtitution of this National Church, and 
is neceſſarily exerciſed under it; but That 
alſo, without which there cannot be any 
National Chriſtian Church on the face of 
the Earth. For it may here be obſerved, that 


the Authority and Intereſt Which the Ma- 


giſtrate has in Matters of Religion, is the 


only Ground of National Churches, ſubſiſt- | 


ing both under the Inſt; tions of the Goſpel, 
and the Obligations of Natural Religion. 
That there ſhould be ſuch Churches, is the 


common Concern of all who are zealous for 


the Support and Succeſs of Religion in the 
World. It is the Concern even of ſuch as 
may think the Regal Supremacy, as deſcri- 
bed by ſome Words in our Laws, and as it is 


to be applied in ſome particular Caſes, is 


carried too far. 


| There may be ſome Perſons, who, after _ 
ſerious Examination, have come to conclude, 
That the Form of Worſhip. in the Book of 
Common Prayer, is, in part, corrupt or ſu- 


perſtitious ; yet, even theſe Men, as un» 
OP, fs -— Happily 
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happily and wickedly erroneous as they may 


be thought, might be ready to join in repre- 


ſenting againſt ſuch a Sermon, as the Lord 


Biſhop of Bangor's is; moved by the Concern 


which they have for the Honour of Go D, 
and for the Maintenance of that Religion, 

which, under the Chriſtian Inſtitution, (as 
it relates to the Worſhip and Service of 
Go p, and to the Principles and Methods 
by which Men may obtain his Favour, and 
be accepted with him) is one plain, uniform 
Thing, which, according to theſe Mens 


Notion of Religion, there is no more real 
Reaſon to diſpute about, than there is a- 


= 


Religion. 


about the Law of Reaſon and Nature, in 
Moral Points: They may therefore well 

think, that jt is proper for the Legiſlature 
of this Nation, to add the Sanctions of this 
World, for the Support of it; and that it 
is the Duty, as well as Right, of the King, 
and all who are in Authority under him, 
to uſe their Power to encourage and promote 
Obedience to Go p in the Eſſentials of 
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IAVvIN c ſaid what I judg d proper to 
J juſtify the Lower Houſe of Convocation, 
for what they ated in Maintenance of the 
King's Supremacy; I am now to lay before 
the Reader ſome Particulars, which gave 
Occaſion to the Publiſhing what follows, 
and without which I ſhould not have 
publiſhed any thing with relation to this 
The Report of the Committee was ſoon 
publiſhed, of which I thought my ſelf obli- 
ged to ſend the Lord Biſhop of Bangor a 
Copy; and judg'd it proper to ſend alſo a 
Letter, expreſſing, that I agreed with the 
Fudg ment of the Lower Houſe concerning the 
Tendency of the Sermon, with reſpect to both 
Heads of the Repreſentation; and intimating 
plainly, what that Point was, for which I 


was principally concerned. The Letter was 


* inthe Wordsfollowingz'' 


My Lok, 


5 1 ake the Liberty of ſending to your 
X Lordſhip a Report, in which you are con- 
cerned, having received from your Lordſhip 
the Favour of a Sermon which occaſion d it. 
I am one of thoſe who conceive the Ten- 
dency of that Diſcourſe to be ſuch as is 
hid down in the Beginning of the Report; 
and I am grievouſly offended at the Thought of 
excluding the Magiſtrate, from interp 1100 
e et Wir 


with Rewards and Pumſbments, proper to pros: 
mote the Practice of what is E Fete 17 
Marnſbip of God and Religion; from the Ex- 
2 of that Authority, which he hath from 
God, in aſſerting and vindicating his Honour. 

\ Your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to obſerve, 
that the Report, read in the Houſe, was 
recieved, in order to be conſidered by the 
Heh. 1a 5: 1 Foe: on 

& | n 


et. Tar! 15, 514 7 
„„ way 
Very Humble Servant. 


5 IWeftminſter, | 
| May, 14. : 
N 


RKogBERT CANNON. 
Of this Letter it has never pleas d his 
Lordſhip to take the leaſt Notice. But in ; 
his Poſtſcript to a Letter of Mr. Sykes, p. * 
88. he took occaſion to mention the Point 
relating to the Civil Power, as the nain 
Point, and that which alone was ſaid to haus 
determined ſome Perſons, or to have given 
them a happy Occafion to enter into the 
Condemnation of "what he had preached ; 
And in his Anſwer to the Repreſentation, tha 
3 191 Section of the ſecond Chapter, P. 237, 
is thus intitled, Two Queſtions relating ta 
{he Royal Supremacy, conſidered and an 
ww. | | ” ſwered. 
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ſwered. The Queſtions are in the Dean of 
Chicheſter's Conſiderations, p. 57, introdu- 
ced by theſe Words, The Point your 
* Lordſhip now will maintain, if I take 
85 17 right, is, That the Motives of this 
4 World, particularly the Sanctions of 
& humane Laws, are contrary to the Mo- 
4 tives of the World to come. And, that 
“ to apply them in the Caſe, and on 
** Account of true Religion, is to act 

© contrary to its Intereſts, to do what 
* tends to its Deſtruction: If fo, my Lord, 
_« ] defire to know firſt, Whether That Su- 
& premacy which is inſeparable from the im- 


{4 Ie * Crown of this Realm, Ne. 


lere the Subject of the Queſtions plain- 
ly was, That Supremacy, which is inherent 
in all imperial Crowns, and therefore is 


[5 inſeparable from that of this Realm; for 


whatever does not belong to every Govern- 
ment, may poſſibly be ſeparated from ours. 
But it pleaſed the Biſhop, inſtead of thoſe: 
accurate Words, to put theſe, the Royal Su- 
premacy; and then to affirm, that all relates 
11 the End, to thoſe Ads particularly of the 
F Legiſlative Authority, which confine the 
= Offices of a Kingdom of this World, by Teſts 
0 taken from a Kingdom which is not of this 
Having, after a ſort, anſwered the two 
Queſtions, his Lordſhip plainly intimates, 
chat they ſcem to have come from 4 5 


os. 


a 1 
by what is ſaid by Dr. Sherlock. Conſider. , 
: This is what no One could poſſibly ſee 
by what is there ſaid; and no doubt his 
Lordſhip had other SpeQacles on, than 
thoſe which he only ſeems to wear. Hig 
Meaning was, that he thought fo from 
ſomething elſe than is to be ſeen in Con- 
1 ſiderations, p- 58. | And the End his Lord- | 
| ſhip had to ſerve, in changing the Subject 
of the Queſtions, appears, p. 260. where he 
inſinuates, that hitherto I had thought it 
_ ſufficient to put Queſtions to him, the Dif-. 
ficulty of anſwering which I knew to ariſe _# 
| ſolely from worldly Conſiderations ; and de- 
fires I would do ſo no more. This, he | 
well knew, was touching me in a tender 
Part. But, if he thought the Queſtions' 
came from Me, he might have known 
from the Letter I had ſent him, and had 
Reaſon to conclude, (even without that 
Appearance of Charity, which yet his Lord- 
ſhip has aſſured us he will endeavour to 
preſerve,) from my whole Conduct, that! 
was the Man leaſt apt to inſiſt on, or take 
Advantage over any one from, what is par- 
ticularly in our Conſtitution z and moſt 
likely to be concerned for that Supremacy, 
which is inſeparable from this, and every 
_ other impernb Vrown T7759. 
Ihe Queſtions were attended with the 
following Words, © This is in 


deed 4 main 
2 N Point; 


« Point ; in the Reſolution" of which; the 


„ Civil Power, as well as Religion, is 
« greatly concerned: (Neither of theſe 

Expreſſions look toward à particular Con- 
+ Mitution). © And if you will uniformly 
* maintain what you have, firſt, in your 

Sermon, and now in this Four Poſt- 
© ſeript affirmed, vou will fo Juſtify ons 
Charge in the Repreſentation, as will al- 
* ſo abundantly zuſtify That Perſon, who, as 


08 Jour Lordſhp has heard, was thereby de- 


e termined. to enter into, and be zealous for 


* 
* 5 A 


the Condemnation of what you had preach- 


ed. And you will fave Him at leaſt, the 
Trouble of. contending with you. 


I have the rather repeated theſe Wor . 


becauſe the Biſhop has from them taken 


Occaſion and ſome Pais to provoke me, 


as one who has Inclination to ſhew his 
Weakneſs, to contend With him; and for 


my Encouragement has added, That he 
has neither Intereſt nor Pleaſure to 
« determin him againſt ) Arguments. 
Which Declaration was intended, in the 


Biſhop's Way, to inſinuate, that I. o whom 


an happy. Occaſion had been given, in his 
Sermon af entring into the Condemnation of 
it, have ſtill Intereſt or Pleaſure to deter- 
min me againſt His, and thereby to pre- 
judice his Reader againſt thoſe Arguments, 


which, if they ſhall appear good and n- 


4 
4 


r 
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Argument of any Adve t h 
of thinking, appear to him good and convin- 


fluenced by the 
me OTST 
His Lordſhip, in my Opinion, has given 
great Advantage to that Cauſe by his Sermon, 
and by his Defence of it: The Senſe of this 
has inclined me to ſend my Thoughts abroad, 
and add the little Weight 1 may have, to the 
Cauſe of true Religion, — I heartily with, 


vinting, Bis Lordſhip will, no doubt, do bis ut- 


frengthen and confirm. _ 
He has been a Writer in Controverſy near 
twenty Years ; and Loy, ask, Did ever one 

| ſary againſt, his way 


y 
* 


cing? As to > ME Part in this Affair, I do own, 
that before the 


* 


have the Opinion of him, nor the Concern 


for him, which once I had. Of this my Diſ- 
poſition, with Regard to his Lordſhip, I was 


. then very ſenſible, and no leſs careful to 
guard againſt the Influence of it on my Actions. 
I can ſay with Truth, That in every Step 


1 


I took, as a Member of the Lower Houſe, 
either in or out of Convocation, my Deſign 
war to weaken the Cauſe of Superſtition; and 
that the main End I propoſe in publiſhing. 
theſe Papers is the very ſame; of which, as 1 
apprehend, no underſtanding | Reader will 
doubt. I muſt leave it to be judged, whether 
he, who is aware of what may diſturb his 
Judgment, or he, who would appear inſenſible 
of all Prejudice and Paſſion, is effectually in- 
m, in the Courſe, of this Ar- 


tho 


Prexthing of His Sermon, 1 
was fo far offended at his Conduct, as not to 
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tho! with mall Hope, may yet prevail. 
"Were it not for that Concern, ſtrong u 


my Mind, all that hisLordſhip has: 0 
would not induce me to interpoſe in this De- 
bate. Naß his Method of ** 1 
* kde it. 


4 bonghts concerning g Religions 


1 Declared } in «i LS Houſe of Cale 
cation, May the 3d, and on all Opportu- 
nities fince, That what is to me moſt offenſive 
in the Biſhop's Sermon, is contained in the 
"Paſſage produced in the Report out of the 
20th Page. It is now acknowledged by the 
Biſhop, that there ( in that Paſſage) is an 
5 drawn from the very Eſſentials 
of God's * and of true Religion. An- 
er p. 149. 
it, the Biſhop. aſſerted, That to apply 
Flattery or world Pleaſure, Force or Pain, 
in order to promote the Practice of what is 
3 * in the Worſhip of Go p, and in Re- 
gion, is to ad contrary to the Intereſts of true. 
Religion; to do what is offenſive to G o D and 
" Chriſt; whereas, I think, thus to aſſert and 
teach. is to act contrary to the Intereſts of 
true Religion, Oc, as well as to ſhake the 
S Foundation of all Governmetit. If the Biſhop, © 
I gt yet own, he thinks ſo too, wa e 


n that Argument, as 1 take 


* . 


155 


think, that, if the Biſhop, would perſiſt in 
avowing that Aſſertion, it would appear ſo 
extravagant to all j 
ans, when they 


tend with his Lordſhip about it. 


And now, after having conſidered all that 
is aid in the Anſwer, relating to this Point, 
it appears to me, that he does mean to,avow 


and ſupport that ſame Aſſertion. 


As for the End it was intended to ſerve, 


or what his Lordſhip had in his Thoughts to 
oppoſe in ſo doing, it ſhall make no Part 
of my Concern z, but I will lay down my 
Thoughts in oppoſition to it, in tew and plain 


Words, which his Lordſhip may either neg- 


lect, or deal with, as he judges moſt for his 
Purpoſes, SE 

I conſider what is proper and fit for Men 
to do with Regard tg the Worſhip of GOD 


and Religion, 1 Virtue of that Underſtand- 


ing or Senſe which they have in Common. 
Men cannot perform the Duty they owe to 
GoD, i. e. be Religious, without 
1 that he 18 their 8⁰ 


* he has preached, written od 8 
of late ; then, that which was to me 
moſt offenſwe, will be removed. 1 did alſo 


ious and good Chriſti- 
ould have viewed every 
cas of Reaſon, he had laid in his Sermon, 
and Poſtſcript ; or in his Anſwer might lay 
upon it, as to make it needleſs, for me to con- 
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lieving, 
vernour, and they his 
Servants, ſo as to owe all Obedience and Du- 
ty unto him. A certain Perſuaſion concerning 
4 future State is not neceſſary to a Man's be- 
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ing Religious. He who has a xi 
his Duty to Go p, and is careful to pe 
it, cannot doubt of his being accepted bf G 


to Go p, he puts his whole Truſt and Con- 


Death in his Hand, and his own Concerns, 


much as having certain ExpeRations of future 


Religious as a Man is capable of being. 


1 


4 
. 


with the true Notion of Go p; but it muſt 


= evil Inchinations, are apt to riſe alſo and in- 


leaſt hinder the effectual Performance of it. 


ue are at firſt deſtitute and void of that Under- 
=. ſtanding,” which is to give us a Senſe of our 
Duty, and guide us in the Diſcharge of it. 
| Here then we are caſt by Providence into the 
ap of our Parents, who Part it is to form 
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Senſe of 


\q mord of his being OD; 
and if in the careful 85 of his Duty 


fidence in Him, leaving the Iſſues of Life and 


as to the happy Continuance of his Being, 
without laying Claim to any Promiſes, or ſo 
Rewards after Death, He, I ſay, is as truly 


The Senſe of Duty to Gop naturally 
= ſprings up, and grows in the Mind of Man, 


be remember d, that diſturbing Paſſions and 


creaſe, ſo as to pervert the Notion of G Oo , 
and corrupt the Senſe of Duty to him, or at 


il And as we all come Infants into the World, 


our Minds as well as our Bodies, to cheriſh 
= the Seeds of Religion, to inſtruct and diſcipline 
us into a right Senſe of our Duty, and guard 
ga gainſt the Growth of all evil Diſpoſitions, _ 
* which are apt to "abound and gain Strength 
& faſter than rhe good, in tender Minds unculti- 


* 
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1 never can 


kept it, without occafionin 


It 
9225 en jr 


1 77 
miles, oe EN 


agement, 2 5 ains and t 
which Parents ae * to ap 1 85 
den, when they act prudentiy 'o her hl: not = 


a little, to form, and fix, 
in the Minds of Children that Senſe and Di 
poſition, wick 
to have Poſſeſſion there, as well as to keep off 
what may po 


contrary to what is right; nor is it leſs certain, 


ix 4 render habitu 


Ihe Mind and Conſcience of thoſe, who have 
been ſo happily educated, not only is not, but 
oſſibly be, uneaſy or troubled, 
ever it reflects uponthe Senſe and Diſpoſition 
thus wrought up and perfected within itſelf, 


We learn indeed from the Obſervation of . 


paſt Times, that Superſtitions, and falſe Re- 


ligion have generally prevailed, and been pro- 
pagated down from Parents to Children, by 


the Methods which they ſhould have taken to 
propagate only True Reli (fins and having 
eſſion, have often 
uneaſy Reflections 
e the Conſcience 
rpetually liable, upon Reflection, to become 
offended, from which the well inform d Mind 


by that Means gotten Po 


of Mind; but in any ſuch 
is pe 


is for ever ſecure z which plainly points out and 
fixes the Eſſential Difference between an Edu- 


We n theret 


4 


is certainly right, and ought 
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Governments, (whoſe united Judgments, ſepa- 
rating and laying aſide all particular Ways of 
thinking about Religion, ought to direct and 


and however we may ourſelyes poſſibly have 
deviated from the Plain trait Path of Duty ug 
GOD, (that Path, in which the common Senſe 
and Underſtanding of all ſerious Men directs 
them to walk) we ſhould be cautious, leſt we: 
lead others into By-ways, which we have Light 


vY . 
- 
hd 

4 


and Senſe enough, if we could but be brought - 


to attend to it, to make us fee and know, n 
be wrong, even while we qurſelves think they 


are right, and continue to walk in them. © 
The Natural Obligations of Duty to Go py, | 
conſider d as a common Father and Governor 
of Mankind, are not, cannot be, Matter of out 
Choice: We find ourſelves under them, and can | 
= never be free from them; and a conſcientious =» 
* : Hearty Care in the Diſcharge of thoſe Oblig = | 
tions, will certainly find Regard and Acceptance | 
= marboDd. NR. 
Whatever is in its Nature ſuch as ought to 
be firſt propoſed to the Rational Man, the Man 
1 grown up to Maturity of Underſtanding, let it 
* not be offer'd, or ſo much as ment ion d to him, 
till he be actually capable of Reaſoning and 
8 Conſideration ; but let every thing be done that 
can tend and contribute to an eaſy, habitual 
Diſcharge of our natural bounden Duty to 
= Gov, even from our Infancy. All National 


regulate the weak, and perhaps ſuperſtitious | 


Fancies of many Parents) in the firſt place, 
ought to ſet up the publick ſolemn Worſhip of 


Gop, 


ME "599 
1 


4a 


Go p, agreeable to the common Notions Meg | 
have of GoD; ſet apart Places, wherein it 
may be exerciſed, and appoint Perſons, as pub- 

lick Miniſters in Go Ds Service, with all o- 
ther needful Circumſtances; all which may 
certainly be ſo done, as that no Man, not 
even the Lord Biſhop oſ Bangor himſelf, could 
find the leaſt Blemiſh or Fault to complain of 
in the Order for Go Ds Morſbip, tho many 
Men might preſs: for inſerting, what it not 
there, . agreeable to each of their particular 
Notions ; but the introducing and admitting 
of any ſuch Partialities, it is the proper and 
natural Care of the Community, and eſpecially 
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| of thoſe who preſide in it, to guard againſt's 
1 and then they may put not only Negative, 


| but Poſitive Diſcouragements on ſuch as ſhall 
| either affront or negle& that Unexceptionable 
ö Worſhip; and make Laws with Sanctions or 
Puniſhments of this World on all Profaneneſs 

and Blaſphemy, and groſs Immorality, as Of- 

| fences ag ainſt & O D. And farther, ſince it is 
highly reaſonable, not only to provide for the 
promoting and preſerving that Senſe of Reli - 
gious Duty, which is implanted in us; but 
alſo for reſtoring it, where it is impaired; and 
for recovering Men to the Practice of that 
Piety, from which they have departed; a Peni- 
.Þ tential Diſcipline may be inſtituted, In Salutem 
Anima, for the Good of the Souls of Men. 
And let them not dobuht, but that, as in all 

this they are promoting True Religion, and 
the Reformation of Mens Manners, ſo they 1 
tot „ what 
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1 Ai to alter any of his Sanckions, who, 


Find e 
Faid of the nere Oateris; 


them in ally 
in Being 
and in their Power, to promote true * 
= Temporal Sanctions; Men having natura 
= Reese for the Laws of their Cy 
= which are, or are — preſumed to be, 


common Notions, of the 'Wiflom and 
| Sctiſe of Mankind, free from the Inffuence of 


24 
” whit is acceptable to Go p, uur As 


whit is no more than the Duty they Owe to 
Seh of ther ; and ler thin ub bez. 
of that Man's Terrours, 
Who would make them t6 think, that in ſo do- 
inp they are acting contrary to the Intereſts of 
Tre Reltsion, What tends to its Deſtruction, 
or is difpleahuig to G0 D. Let them not be 
made ſo weak, as to imagine, or apprehend, | 
the ' ſhall "give "Offence t6 Jesus CuRIsT. 
pofing-any of his Maxitts, or ſo much as 


when he appear'd in this World. found Man: 


kind, and their Governors, under ſuch Obli⸗ 


gitions to G6 Pp, a8 Thave ſet forth, and had 


no Thought of diſſolving them, or looſing 
degree. The Magiſtrates then 
had it in their Office, as he Fry by 


til the contrary a , the Reſult of the 


ate Paſſions or weak Imaginations; and true 


8 Free does not ceaſe to be fo, in the Senſe of Chri- 
ian Religion, (as far as I am capable of under- 
ſtanding thoſe Words at the Biſhop, p. 233,) if 


it be proce, as he ſpeaks, in fome meaſure, by | 
Worldly Motives. In he moved to Piety, i. e. an 


| 1 2 and real — to do our Duty to 


n 


2220 


en them, as they are the Miniſters of Gp, 


« 35 4 nf: 
God) by worldly Motives propoſed by the Ma- 
gif 1225 2 5 2 a * accept- 
to 60 O D; becauſe He him ſelf i is fo far from 


being left out of the lin that the Re- 
gard which Legyll wok, 


principal Ground * | Reaſonof 7 thoſe 
workdly Motives, {21 oh © 


is (impoſſible, aua it ts the very Bſſence o of Frue 


Pikty, 40 be built upon 4 Neal, Opferces Faith 


in GOD; and 4 Future Sate. 
Fay ; True Piety is built 
| in 'G'o'D; and, neceſſarily, upon nothing elle 3 


neither the Effect of Force, nor yet of mere 
Choice : It flows a8 4 


be; deft 0 chooſe to Believe in Go D, till af- 
ter we have arrived to Maturity of Underſtand- 
ing, That Faith is not then to be begun in 
us, 


and confirmed. This is in Oppoſition 5 what 


the Biſhop has ſaid; p. 233. And yet 1 do nor 
Juppoſo 10 thing to % Fey, and not Piety, at 


ts ſame time. 
Jo proceed; If the Mag 


Not? Terrbri, as the Biſhop reads it, Sermon, 


Sentences a ing to our Works in this Life, 


ave to GO D, is the 


The Biſhop adds: For my ten Port, 7 think 


upon a Real F aith 


and that which'it is built upon, whatever it 
beg cannot be the very Eſſence of it. Piety is 


per Effect from Faith 
in Gop; but then we 228 not, ought not to 


Conſideration, but to be 33 gthned 


rite be a good 
; Chiiſtan, who knows the Terror of the LORD, 


p. 19 i. e. believes chat we muſt all appear be⸗ 
Bere the dgment-Scat” of G0 p, to receive 


Wherter Good or Evil 3 is therefore cal- 
'* 
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| (26) 
bed. the Terror of the LORD, becauſe Go p 
= declared this Future Judgment, and will alſo 
execute it, by Chriſt our Lord; then this 
good Chriſtian Magiſtrate having, from G o n, 
| | the Terrors of this World in his Power, He 
| | adds the latter to the former, by applying 
| 


them to the Minds of Men, where G0 D has 
unqueſtionabiy, by our Lord; Jeſus Chriſt; iap- 
ply'd the other ; both which do e and 
Are equally. intended to terrify the Heart, tho? 
the Biſhop ſuppoſes a Milling Choice, without 
which He allows of no Reward, and à Terri- 
fied Heart to hę as inconſiſtent as Sincerity and 
Hypocriſy, Religion: and no Religion, Sermon, 
P. 21. The Silence of Scripture (were it ſo in 
the Caſe before us) is a por Argument, unleſs 
in Matters that depend on Scripture Evidence; 
= — where Reaſon and Free en we have a plain 
Rule to go by. The Right and Obligation of 
the Magiſtrate to promote True Religion, is of 
older Date than the Books; of the New I fe- 
ment; and if our Saviour has not abrogated it, 
He has confirm 'd it, by leaving it in the fame | 
Strength and Vigour in which He found it. 


by the Diſpoſition of G o D, inveſted 
with Authority in this World, all the 4utho- 
rity and Power that mortal. Men are capable of | 
having and exerciſing, do-uſe Worldly Terrors 
and Rewards, Diſcouragements and Encou- 


. ragements, to influence and diſpoſe the Mind 
of Men, as far as may be, to an habigual 
Conduct of their Actions here, ſo as to hecome 

— thereby 


L 


5 


Thoſe good Chriſtian Magiſtrates, who are, 


thereby acceptable to the Lord, and be ad- 

mitted by Him to enter upon the Enjoyment 
of Life Eternal, at the Great Day of Judgment 
in Righteouſneſss. | 


To ſpeak properly; The Worſhip that Men 
are bound to pay to Go p, is not to be diſtin- 
guiſſſ d from Religion, becauſe it is included in 
it. Religion imports the whole Duty of Man 
to Go; and all thoſe Obligations Men are 
under to one another, as they ariſe from thoſe 
Kelations, which Go p has conſtituted by ma- 
king us what we are, they alſo are included in 
Religion. All that Sobriety, Temperance and 
Purity of Mind, which, in our calmeſt Thoughts 
and Reflexion, we cannot but diſcern and feel 
to be lovely, becoming and excellent, are alſo 
part of the Duty we owe to Go p, who has 
enabled us to ſee the Beauty of them, and expects 
we ſhould make a right Uſe of the Light, 
which He placed within us. If then the com- 
mon "Senſe and Underſtanding of Men had # 
been, in the Name of GO p, exerted by the 
Legiſlators of this World, in recommending 
this pure Religion, and laying Diſcourage- 
ments and Penalties on all plain Breaches of 
it, as being Offences againſt Go D, inſtead of 
departing from the Simplicity of this Na- 
tural Religion, by recommending and eſtabliſh- 
ing Superſtition and falſe Worſhip ; the Gene- 
ality of Men, who are not only weak and flow 
in Underſtanding, but have the Seeds of evil 
Inclinations, and irreligious Practices within 
them, would have reaped great Benefit and 
0 D 2 p Im- 
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= nor is this more, or other, than what the. 


628 * 


Improvement in true Religion themſelves, and 
have given their Children a. a right Education, 
under ſuch Government, and ſuch pious Laws z 


common Senſe of Men diredts hein 10. Put 
in Practice. * 18 
I know of no Moniinsr of otic Lord Jefus | 
Chriſt contrary or difagreeable to.-any«thing: 
of all this. His Deſign was to recover and 
promote this Religion, and no other. This was 


t Religion: Whatever he found in the Laws 


ol the Place where he lived, tending to pro- 


mote this Religion, he greatly approved z what- 
ever Maxims he found in vogue, which tend- 
ed to corrupt or deſtroy it, thoſe he freely de- 
clared againſt, - There were d-aws then in be- 
ing among the Jews, which inflicted ſevere 
worldly 8 upon the great Offences, 
againſt Go D; there were many negative and 
poſitive Diſeouragements upon ſmaller Offences, 
againſt none of which did he _— or ſhew 
himſelf in the leaſt offended, We read, that 
he taught the Multitude, and his own Diſci- 
ples, to obſerve and do, what the Scribes and 
| Phariſees, who then ſat in the Sear of Moſes, 
bad them obſerve, and for that Reaſon, be- 


N ceauſe they ſat there; but not to do after their 


Works; for they ſaid, and did not, Matt. xx111. 
and he himſelf practis d accordin gly. . | 
Tis true, that pure Religion being cor- 
rupted among the Jews, and almoſt periſhed 
among the Gentiles, GOD was pleas'd, for 
1 the Recovery of it, by Jeſus Curiſt, _— 
+4 Apo- 


(292) - 
Apoſiles, to give; far aore aſſured Hope. of 8 
bleſſed T after this Life. to 
Rigtiteovs, or truly chin, and were ger. 
tain Ex pectations N contrary to the Un- | 
rightedus, or the religious, than Man 8 
had before. And becauſe, what GD 


— ing that End, ſeems no-where, in the 
1 4 the New, Teſtament, to be More 
ſtrictly ſet forth, than in the latter. part, of 
the oth Chapter of the Acts of the Apo- 
ſtles, (a Book written on purpoſe to ſhew 


Riſe and earlieſt Progreſs. of. the, Goſpel). 1 
well here take the Juiberty of enlarging a-lit- 


tle on the Account there given of St. Paul's 
Behaviour and Diſcourſe at Athens. 


Jews, conſtantly. 
vant and Worſhipper 


of paying any religious Worſhip or Honour 


to a Man. But we read, that at Athens cer - 


tain Philoſophers, having heard St. Paul diſ- 


courſing in the Market concerning Jeſus whom 
0p had raiſed from the Dead, look'd on 
him 'to be a Setter forth of ftrange Gods, 


and therefore deſir d expreſly to know from 
1 what this his new Doctrine was, Here 


PR 


neceſſary to be preached: to, Men, bor accom. 
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That Apoſtle, in all his Intercourſe with the 
profeſs'd himſelf to be a Ser- 
of the very ſame Goo 
whom they ſervd and werſhipped, and he 
with them, zwhile he was one of them; nor 
do we find that they ever accus d him, or any 
of the firſt Chriſtians, of worſhipping any o- 
ther, either as ſuperior, or equal, or inferior 
to the GoD whom they worſhipped ; no, nor 


9 
We , 
oy 


LW WE. 


» + bd — = 8 At p FH 2 oe 2 Py >=#: Wo. 9 pe” * , Fn * 2 5 3%. = : « She > 4 - 7 up 
C0 ˙. IR DEE. If: ES IS Maney Ae Eu. avi ez. 


Ke 


we Have lfolk/' an Objeckion ſturted, ſuch cat 


nquity made, as we could wiſh,” in order to 
*Aatisfied, what there was new in the Do- 
fine of an [Apoſtle of Jeſus: hriſt. * ra 
t St. Pau faith in Anſwer to cheſe inqui- 
itive Philoſophers, does fully come up td the 
great Enquiry, 2s Well as the Obje&ion hien 
occaſion'd it 3 Which, tho it Had not the Ef. 
fect it ought 10 have had with them, can't fail 
of gi cmd "Sutifadlion' to every godly. Chriſti-: 
an, who will attend and conſider. Perſe 15, 
be find! our Apoſtle conducted by the Bre- 
cghkten to 4 hes; and His Spirit was ſtirred up 
nin him, upon obſerving hbw that famous Cit ty/ 
was given up to Idolatry. It was indeed ſo 
godly a City, fo full of Idol-Gods, that it 
might be calbd the Country of the Gods; 
yet the Apoſtle contained himſelf, reſtraining 
ſis Spirit; he did not meddle with their Ido- 
latry, nor make any Application to the Ido- 
= Hters, but ſpent his Time in diſcourſing to 
the Jews, and thoſe pious Gentiles who had 
I renounced all Idolatry, and ferv'd the One 
= Gov, either in the Synagogue, where they 
aſſembled for Divine Worſhip, or in the 
Market-place, as any of them came in his 
Way there, Ver. 17. His Diſcourſes to them 
were concerning Jeſus, and how Go D had 
niaiſed him from the Dead; and theſe Gen- 
tiles having devoted chenſeives: to the Service 
of the True G op already, the Apoſtle had 
no more to do, but to preach to . r what 
was properly the Gos pel, the den- Dorin or 
* 


(6315) 


Declaratiou from Goh. Upon his diſcourſing; 


thus, the Epicureunt and Stoicks, who were by, 
laid hold ; and of them ſome ask d, V bat this 
Babler meant 10 ſay? Others anſwered, He. 
ſeemeth to bea Setter forth of ſtrange Gadt, 
Ver. 18. * took him, and brought 
him to Areo nagut 


of the buſie Enquirers of the World, and 
— 2 him to let en know, what th 

s: new Doctrine indeed was? Ver. 19, 20. 
Thus provoked, Paul gave way to the eager 
Spirit within him, and would not impart to 
them the new Doctrine they call'd for, till he 
had reproach d them for having . apoſtatized 


from the True Gon, and the old:Catholick 


Doctrine, to Jdblatry and Cortuption; 


"they 


had given hib The faireſt Handle; by ſuppo- 


ſing! he was for introducing in ſome foreign 


ſuperſtitious City, 
P in the firſt place, 


to {| that Charge! 


Divinity of | the: Gods he was ſo devoted to; 


and why: the People of Arhens ſhoild:: receive 


them; i it being indeed no very unuſual thing; in 


_ thbſe Days, for Cities and: Coumtries, by pub 


dick Authority, to give a Place in their Veal 


ples to foreign Gods, when they could be 
made to think they were on good Grounds | 
well recommended to them. But they were 
_ greatly diſappointed by the Apoſtle's Anſwer; 


Te Men of Athens, {ays he, I perceive that in 
all: things, in every reſpect, ye are tcp fur 
07 perſtitious, 


„where was ee 


ſtrange Gods, yet unknown even to that moſt 
and had mader iti natural fot 


They expected he would ſet forth the Title to 


* 1 — * +5 
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1 - sdb au homitout knowing him, ye may be 


* one of uz tis in Him, ' that we all live, and 


(38) = 
penſlitious,| divert, you have already 


Gods, too many, whom ye fear and worſhip z 
fer ur I paſfed by; and beheld your -Devotions, 
Abe v erb capala uv, as I looked about, 
aucb took a View of your Altars, and the ſe. 
vernl Detics 0 .hem they belong; ien | 
ganze, L fond, among the Number, an Altar 
wih this laſcription, To the unknown GO D. 
This ſhews your Diſpofition to multiph/ 

of whom eu chin yον /t have tos 
un. Th Diſpaſirion to Pölytheiſm is ec ; 
14 ek, oand tis mone of my Buſineſs to 
1 gratlly y it; by pleading — ofa 
= Gods. Farbe that from me. 1-woul 
nmauce and confind oui to) the Service and 
Warſhip 9 — that Mop, ' % dyvoSure; 


= e worſhip, under the Title of ahe 

wn GOD; nor do Hoffer at giving him a 
ae which-you may expect from me: yet 
clare him unto you by his Chatacter;; Hi 
l and all things there: 


al 


Lord "of Heaven and Earth, . dey 


requized of All Generationbc of Men, in all 
Places,. wn bath made of one Blood, that 
they. all fhould ſeck him, and come unto Rim 

with pure Hearts) and Minds; and what he rr. 
red, was; in truth, a moſt: natural, eaſie 
„fr he's nor at W from any 


= move; and Save. din Being, yet the Generalith 
of Mankind, mſtead of attending and adhering 
3 1 "wh vi $4 to 


. (33) 

to him on, Have more or leſs apoſtatiz'd from 
him, looking out ſar and wide for Idols, who 
have no Divinity, to pay their Devotions to: 


inſtead of ſerving and loving, with all dutiful 


Affection, Him, who alone is G o D, whom it 
is hardly poſſible for them not to know, they 
have vainly ſought out Gods whom they can- 


not know, and made to themſelves Gods who | 


Thus the Apoſtle reproved them for their 
Apoſtacy from the True God, and the Catholic 


Religion; ſet forth the abſurd Extravagance of 


their ſuperſtitious Devotions, and minded them 
of their religious Duty to Go 5, the Author 
of their Being; that natural Duty, which the 

Senſe of every Man's Mind, while undiſturb'd 
and uncotrupted, directs him to pay; which is, 
was, and ever will be, True Religion. How- 
ever, added he, GOD is ſ@graciozs, that paſ- 
ſing. over the Times of Ignorance, under which 
the Generality of Men have labour'd for many 
paſt Ages, he, from this Time, commandeth all 


Men every-where, who have departed from him 


and his Service, to Idolatry or Will-worſhip, 
to Repent, by returning to him, and doing 


what the Senſe of their Minds tells them is 
Religion, what they cannot but know to be 


acceptable to Him, and will render them Ac» 
cepted with Him; foraſmuch as He hath ap» 


pointed 4 Day, in whizh he will judge the World © 
in Righteouſneſs, rendring unto every Man ac | 


cording to ns Works t and moreover, has decla- 
red, He will execute 1 ſolemn Judgment by 


that 
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(34) 
that Man whom he hath orda in'd, 


Thus our 


old true Catholic Religion, ſetting it in the 
ſtrongeſt and cleareſt Light; ànd then in the 
Cloſe of his Diſcourſe, added what Go D had 


been pleas d now firft to publiſh, what was in- 


d:ed new Doctrine; and the great Evidence he 


had given of its being certainly true 


Now what there was in all this, 


which 


MM Go D has done, or intends hereafter to do, by 


Jeſus Chriſt, contrary 


or diſagreeable to what 


= is above ſet forth, er my ſelf unable to 
A diſcern. & 


"That Shelter which the Deep N 7.135. 


WM he took, in ſome Scripture Words and Expreſ- 
ſions, and under a ſacred Name; as his greateſt 


Defence, without Authority trom Him whole 


Name he abuſes, is, to ſay no worſe of of it, a 
mere Shadow ʒ and his Lordſhip muſt oak: | 
ing with it ; how great ſoever 
the Number may be of Thoſe, who take to 
the ſame Shelter, or are imp ofed on, and led 
blindfold under his Lordſhi © 


me from 


y 8 Sund 
I leave it with eve 


upon the Truth or Falltiood of the following 
Maxin, which is laid down by die Lordſhip, 


Anſwer, R 132. 


7 Of more e Senſes than one, 
mobo? fic! 11 9H and 


? 
ou 


whereof he. 
bath given Aſſurance unto all Men, in that he 
bath raiſed him from the Dead. 


great Apoſtle firſt revived and declared the 


enſible Reader, to 
determin the Difference between the Biſhop 
aud Me, in our Thoughts concerning Religion, 


in ſuch accurate Words, as 


— 


| 


< it is the Principle. 
They flow z x from whence, when they 


do not flow, They ceaſe to be Religion. 


(35: 


and impoſſible to be miſunderſtood, when read 


with Attention: 8 K 


0 The Belief of Another World, is wha 


60 alone renders our 1 Actions Religion, as 
hin Us, from whence 
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ae eee 
POSTSCRIPT. 
=: TO THE © 
£27 Biſop of Bangor. 
4 * 3 . 


IN CE I ſent my Papers to the 
Preſs, 1 have conſider' d, that ha- 


n publiſn d, expreſs d my Agreement 


12 I with the Senſe of the Lower 
= Houſe of Convocation, concerning the Tendency 
= of the Dofrines and Poſitions in your Sermon, to 
= fubvert all Government andDijcipline in the Church; 
it may be expected, perhaps, by your Lordſhip, 
I ſhould point out the Ground of ſuch Agree- 
ment; which I will chooſe to do, by ſhewing 
bow I conceive, They tend to ſubvert the Go- 
vernnent and Diſcipline of this particular Viſi- 
= ble Proteſtant Church of England; which are 
= the material Words made ufe of by your 
= Lordſhip, in giving what you would have 
= thought a more diſtin& State of this Part of the 
= Charge, than was given in the c ee 
. Anſw. p.6. I do therefore lay hold of the pre- 


ſent 


ving, in my former Letter, now 


(37) 


ſent Opportunity of offering to yourſelf, and 
to others, what follows, in [Anſwer of that 


Expectation. 


liarly Doctrinal, from p. 11. to p. 17. I take 
to be this 3 8 . 


When any Chriſtians, in what Station ever 
they be, claim or exerciſe any more Authority, 


than every Chriſtian hath, either to make tem 
Laws, or to impoſe a Senſe upon old ones; or 


to judge, cenſure or pumſh others in Matters re- 


laiing purely to Conſcience or Salvation ; They 


aſſume to themſelves that Authority which Chriſt. 


alone hath. See Sermon, p. 16. Edit. gto. _. 


Now, my Lord, not to enter into that Body 
of Canon- Law, which was received in this 
Kingdom, and ſtands confirmed by a Provifion 
in the 25th of Henry VIII. Ch. 19. I would on- 


ly crave Attention, if it may be had, to the 


Principal of thoſe Canons of 1603 ; which have 
now been the main Standard and Rule of our 
Proteſtant Church-Government for above an 
Hundred Years; that They may be fairly com- 
pared with the Reſult of your Doctrine, in order 

to form a right Judgment concerning the Ten- 
diency of the One with regard to the Other; 
| and That, conſider'd only as a Matter of Spe- 

culation, or @ Queſtion of Fat, © 


| Your Lordſhip may depend upon it, as a 
certain Truth, that the very Eſſence of our 


Eccle- 


The Reſult of what is ſaid in the Sermon, 
under the firſt general Head, which is pecu- 
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| (35 ) 
= HEccleſiaflical Government and Diſcipline by 
= the'old Canon: Law, is in Nature and Kind, 
the very ſame ; the Principles proceeded, on are 
the fame in both; and the Spirit of our Modern 
Rules flows from that of the more Hnucient, with 
this only, moſt material, Difference, that nom 

| nothing can be a Rule or Canon, which is not 
made ſo by the King's Authority. 3 

In 10 of the 12 firſt Canons of 1603, under 


1 1 


po many ſeveral Heads, there are a great Num- 
= ber of Affirmarions, which, by a Synod of this | 
= Nation, aſſembled in the Name of Chriſt, and 


by the King's Authority, (See the 3 laſt Ca- 
= nons concerning the Authority of Synods) are 
= declared and 1 9 to be wicked and im- 
= pious Errors, ſuch Errors, that thofe who 
allirm any of them, are to be Excommunica- 
red, ipſo facto, and never reſtored till they 
Repenr and Revoke ſuch their Errors, as wick- 
ed and impious, Theſe Canons, together 
with: the 65th, which enjoyns, That thoſe 
+. who for ſuch notable Crimes ſtand lawfully 
= © Excommunicate(unleſs within three Months 
immediately after Sentence of Excommuni- 
cation pronounced againſt them, they re- 
7 7 * form themſelves, and obtain the Benefit of 
+ Abſolution) be, every Six Months enſuing, 
by the Miniſter in the Church, and in time 
* of Divine Service, upon a Sunday, Denoun- 
„ ced and Declared Excommunicate, for theſe 
ad, that others may be thereby both ad- 
= *mwnifſhed to refrain their Company, and 
al A, DOI e * excited 


(39) 

et excited to ptocure out a Writ de Excommuni- 
* Cato capi 1endo, thereby to reduce them into 
« due Order and Obedience” : : Theſe, 1 Toy, 
are Sanfions of what is Efabliſhed i in Matters 

Religion; and upon a Peruſal of them, it will' 

ſoon be diſcerned, That the Eftabliſhi ſuch 
Form ef God's Worſbip 45. ts contai 1 in the' 
Book of Common- rayer, ſuch a Body of Do. 
ctrines as is contained in the 39 Aigle of Re 
ligion, with ſeveral other Eſtabliſhments ; and 


then Cenſurin and Treating all thoſe who Jai? 


affirm ſo or ſo, in Putter or Contradiſtion 
a thing contained in any of them, as wicked, 


inpious Gi, though there de no Inqui- 


fition in all this, Gs Maiprin 


end Exerciſing not 
a"\ittle more ir hority than 


an every Chriftian 


hith, either to make New Laws for Chriſtians, 


or lo impoſe a Senſe upon Old ones, or to nudge, 


purely to Conſetence or Salvation. 

„Let then your Lordſhip and others judge, 
whether, or no, your Doctrines and Poſitions 
70 * to ſubvert the Government and Diſcip me of 
2. Vafible Church; And pray, my 
; as to the 
1 F 
plain Truth of klie Affirmative 2 Ido aſſure your 


your Sermon, 1 could not refuſe to give my 
Men. 


re lor puniſh Chriſtians in Matters relating | 


veſtion in Convocation, how 
poſſibly withold my Conſent to the 


Lordfhip, cht If che fam®Queſtion was bow 
5 n the Doftrine and Poſitions 
by the 67 Þ art ef your Anſwer in Defence of 


1 would 
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Iwould farther bree to _ Lordſhip, up- 
on the ↄth Canon, (which could not be well 
conſider d in conjunction with thoſe above 
mention d, becauſe it concerns Actions, rather 
than Words;) that it affords no little Light 
towards underſtanding the true Nature of our 
Eecleſiaſtical Conſtitution. It is Intituled, Au- 
_ thorsof Schiſm in the Church of England, conſu- 
red. And by virtue of it, (I might ſay, with- 
out it) if the main Body of our Clergy, what - 
ever their Quality and Stations may be, either 
in Convocation, or out of it, ſhould ſeparate 
themſelves from that Communion, which is ap- 
proved in the Church of England, and combine 
themſelves together in a new Society, account- 
ing thoſe Chriſtians (perhaps of the loweſt Or- 
der) who remain conformable to the Doctrine, 
Government, © Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church of England, to be profane, and unmeet 
= for them to join with in Chriſtian Profeſſion 

even this. Body of Clergy, all and every o of 
+ them, would be cenſur'd, as Authors of Schiſms 
in the Church, and be Excommunicated, not 
do be Reſtored, until they Repent and Revoke 
= ſuch their wicked impious, Errors. , And the 
ij 65th Canon would lay hold of them. ® 

I have done, when I ſhall have taken the Li 

= berty of laying. before your Lordſhip my 
= Thoughts. concerning the Authority and Ex- 
F FT Lent of 45 ann or CP" Church oy 
ipglan FG: glut 
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The whole Frame and Conſtitution of out 
Church is built upon this Foundation 3 That the 
Cburch and Realm of England is one and the ſame 


| Body under one andthe ſame Head and Authority; 


that every Man here is ſo far confider'd as a 
Member of that Body, both in its Civil and 


Chriſtian Capacity and Character, as to be ſub- 


ject and liable, not only to Civil Puniſhments, 
— alſo to Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures. All Recu- 
ſants, of all kinds, though they declare them- 


ſelves not to be Members of the Church of Eng- 
land, tho they were not Baptiz'd, and ſhould 
profeſs Infidelity, are ſo liable, as much as 
thoſe who join in publick Communion with 
us. It is indeed impoſſible that there ſhould 


be a National Church, under any common Au- 


'  thority, Order and Regulation, upon any other 
foot: And the Whole of our Eccleſiaſtical Diſ- 
cipline is founded upon this Ground, That 

1 our Religious Conſtitution 1s certamly and evi- 
| dently good and unexceptionable ; Form mp | 

ere to 

conform ; and the Duty of ſuch as are not yet 


that It is the plain Duty of every one 


ſenſible of that Obligation, to remove all Obſta- 


I dles, whatever they be, to their Conformity, 
Idas being faulty and Criminous, while they do 


here were in this Nation, upon Political 


Reaſons, even in the Days of Popery, Relaxa- 


tions of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, with regard 

to ſome ſort of Perſons; and of late Years the 
 Relaxations have been far extended ; but the 

WY 5 3 . 
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art 


Principles and Rules of Duty to All, and the 


Obligations upon All, continue the very ſame 


ſtill; and the Exerciſe of that Diſcipline, as 
far as it is permitted to operate, proceeds ſtill 
upon the ſame Ground, and the Conſequen- 


ſuppoſing that there are two diſtinct Authorities 
in any reſpe&t, muſt not mean the Church Eſta- 
bhſbed any where, but in their own Fancy. 
And, if any of our Clergy do claim, and fay 


dat they have, a Right to exerciſe Juriſdicion 
= under any Denomination whatſoever, other- 
wile than by, under, and from the Regal Au- 


thority, they do undermine that Supremacy, 
which they ought to maintain. 


hat thoſe who added the laſt Clauſe in 
= Art. 34. (wherein only expreſs mention is 


made of a National Church) to that Article, as 
it ſtood in King Edward's Reign, meant the 


| Realm by that Church, muſt plainly. appear to 
thoſe who. are verſed in the publick and private 
= Writings of thoſe Days; and we have particu- 
lar Evidence of it preſerved, by the Care of 


=, 
— 


ces of it. So that thoſe who diſtinguiſh the 
Church from the Realm of England. (if we 
may ſo ſpeak, ſince the Union with Scotland) 


= Archbiſhop Parker in Cor pus Chriſti College in 4 ; 
=_ Canbridze, in an Original Paper (of which 
Mr. Strype has given a Copy, in his Append. 
to the Hiſtory of the Reformation under Queen 

= Elizabeth). intituled, The Proteflant's Diſ- 
courſe, prepared to have been read in the Pub- 
lick Conference at Weſtminſter, upon the 17 

| ; Cond 


cond Queſtion; The Propoſition to be 'main- 
ee Plata was almoſt in the 
very Words of the Clauſe added ſoon after ta 
the Article; viz. Every particular Hure 
hath Authority to inſtitute, change, and abro- 
gate Ceremonies and Kites in the Church, ſo that 
it tends to edify. And the Paper begins with 
e fe of meant by. the 9 27 of the 7 
tion, for avoiding Ambiguity of Terms. © By 
Locke Words, 55 Par cular Church, we 
<« underſtand, every particular Kingdom, Pro- 
“ vince or Region which by Order maketh One 
fChriſtian Society or Body, according to Di- 
* ſtinction of Countries and Orders of the 
„ ſame. So that by the National Church of 
England, they could mean nothing elſe, more 
or leſs, than the Kingdom of England ; which, 
by the Order thereof, had made itſelf a Chriſtian 
Society or Body. This Diſputation, at the Mo- 
tion of Hethe Archbiſhop of Tork, was, by the 
Queen's Order, to be carry'd on by Writing z | 
but after the firſt Queſtion had been handled | 
in that Way, the Popiſh Diſputants made-Ex- 
ceptions; and the ſecond Day's Conference 
"2: W broke up in Confuſion, without entring on the 
ſecond Queſtion; and fo the Diſcourſe prepa- 
red by the Proteſtants was not publickly read: 
But when they came in Convocation to review 
the Articles, they took Care to add, in effect, 
the very Propoſition, to the Article, Of the 
Traditions of the Church, as the moſt proper Head 
they could place it under, inſerting the Expli- 
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« and you have not as yet uſed any to the con- 
© trary; Wherefore, if you think no otherwiſe of 
« this Cale than I have in theſe Words taught 
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